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Dear Hang Tough Foundation Family,
The Hang Tough Foundation was established in February of 2015 with each of our Hero families in mind.  Our vision is to be “a refuge, outlet, 
and support system encouraging families facing childhood medical crisis to hang tough!” 

No matter the diagnosis of a child, whether a chronic, life-altering illness, or special need, the entire family unit finds itself disrupted and 
reeling to establish a new norm.  Caregivers feel the strain to care for the ill child while still maintaining balance with the siblings as financial 
pressures often mount.  Siblings are often left feeling confused and struggle to find their place amidst the doctor appointments, therapies, 
and hospitalizations of their sibling.  The Hang Tough Hero that has received a diagnosis is also trying to make sense of it all and often is very 
scared.  

In two years, we’ve grown at a rapid rate, proving the services we provide are highly sought after in our community.  We witnessed a 248% in-
crease in the number of families served last year.  By year-end, we had served 144 heroes and their families.   And we have merely scratched 
the surface as 2017 has started with an even higher growth trajectory! 

The number of programs we offer also more than doubled in 2016!  Currently, the services we offer include Counseling, Tutoring, Parent’s 
Night Out events, Support Groups, Awareness and Advocacy opportunities, and regular Family Fun events. Already this year, we have added 
and launched sibling support, as well as health and wellness programs to our service offering.  

Your commitment to supporting the Hang Tough Foundation on a consistent basis is vital to our mission and ensures we can continue 
providing these much needed services.  And with a little bit of hope and investment from you, together, we can make a difference in the lives 
of our Hang Tough Hero families.  

Thank you for your dedicated belief in our vision and we look forward to another great year of “Building Hope.  Building Commitment.  Building 
Hang Tough Heroes.” 
 

Forever Grateful,

Board President and Co-Founder,
Hang Tough Foundation



Year in review
  

Our support programs and services include:

Family Support Groups/Networking
Parent’s Night Out

Sibling Support Groups/Activities
Therapists and Counselors

Tutors/School Work Assistance
Community Advocacy and Awareness 

Hospital Care Packages

Our future programs and services include:

Play Area
Mommy/Daddy and Me Classes

Parent/Family Education
Pre and Post Procedure Assistance

Social Work Provider
Financial Counselors

Health and Nutrition Classes
Grief Support

Medically Trained Consultant

#HelpKidsHope



Statement of financial position
As of December 31, 2016
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“On the outside it just looks like a bag of coloring books, crayons and activities but to a little hero 
facing big challenges it’s a distraction, it’s fun and it is what she remembers from that ER trip.  For me, 

her Mom, its selflessness, it’s caring and it’s generosity…that little care package embodies the meaning 
behind the Hang Tough Foundation.”
- Powie’s Mom, Kristen Patterson

Building Hope. 
Building Commitment. 

Building Hang Tough Heroes.



“The Hang Tough Santa Day event was a game changer for us.  They provided us (and many other 
families) with a private visit with Santa in a quiet setting.  No waiting in long lines.  No bright lights or 

active noises that set my son off.  No rushing.  No staring.  It was a Christmas blessing”
- - marshall’s Mom, Brittney mayfield

Hang Tough Heroes

Logan 
Asthma

Darianna “Dd” 
Autism, Juvenile Arthritis & Lupus

TJ 
Down Syndrome

Mackenzie 
Food Allergies

Parker 
Epilepsy

Ragan 
Pitt Hopkins Syndrome & Autism

Camden 
Cerebral Palsy

Denim 
Kabuki Syndrome & Cerebral Palsy



Connect with us

www.hangtoughfoundation.org 


